98	-mmcnous contotioct
alluded to in the Vedas. Steam-engines, railways and
steam-boats, all were shown to have been known,at least
iiTtheir germs, to the poets of the Vedas, for .Veda, he
argued, means Divine Knowledge, arid how could any-
thing have been Hid from that?"*
The following account of the  Arya Sama*j  is taken
from the Punjab Census Report for 1891. t
"The members of the A'rya Samaj find the fantastical representa-
tions of world and of man- which are put forward in the 18 Farinas
to be inconsistent with Natural Science, and consequently reject the
authority of the Puranas, looking on them as the outcome of ignor-
ance and craft of comparatively recent generations of Br&hmans. The
original and only authoritative Scriptures in the eyes of the A'rya
Samaj are the four Vedas, and the professed aim of the A'rya Sama1 j
is to restore the paramount .authority of the Vedas by purging away
the subsequent accretions which have brought about the popular
Hinduism of to-day. Scriptures more recent than the. Vedas and an-
terior to the 18 Puranas (such as the Br&hmanas, the six philosophic
Darshanas, the ten U pan is bads, etc.), are regarded as explanatory of
the Vedas and authoritative only where they are not contradictory
thereto. The Vedas themselves constitute the only infallible revelation.
"The Vedas11 writes Dayanand, "are revealed by God I regard them
as self-evident truth, admitting of 00 • doubt and depending on the
authority of no other book, being represented in Nature/ the Kingdom
of God." The bases of the Aryan iaith are the revelation of God in
the Vedas and the revelation of God in Nature/ and the first practical
element in this belief is the interpretation of the Vedas in conformity
withtfet proved results of Natural Science.
In tbe interpretation of the Vedas the Arya Samaj finds itself at issue
with tbe Sanskritists of Europe, whose translations represent the Vedas
as the religious jtiterature of a primitive pepole, and, like the literature
* ''Biographical Essays1' p. 170. '
f Reprinted as a pamphlet by the A'rya Sam*;

